
Rezoning Decision in the Hands of the People

Township Board voted 3 to 2 that the proposed railroad project will not change
the essential character of the community.

The people disagree and will say NO to the rezoning request.

A petition drive is underway to bring the rezoning decision to a township-wide vote.

Eight hundred townships in Michigan are under development pressures and our community is
one of them.  The people of Milan Township have a huge decision to make that will drastically
change the nature of the rural living environment we enjoy today.  The Sierra Club ranks
Michigan 49th out of 50 states in its efforts to contain land use sprawl.  That is why you don't
have to drive very far to see incompatible and unplanned land use developments.

Rezoning not Supported
We in Milan Township find ourselves in a position where the residents must play a significant
role in determining the outcome of a proposal from a developer who has turned the planning
process upside down.  The rezoning for this development is 1) not supported by our local
ordinances, 2) not supported by the Township's Master Plan, 3) not supported by the County
Planning Commission, 4) recommended on a slim 3-2 margin by the Township Planning
Commission and 5) not supported by the people of the Milan Area.

Fiscal Impact Study
No fiscal impact study has been done on this project .  The Township needs this study to
determine if the project will bring positive net revenues or if the additional costs of servicing
this business could cause our Township to raise taxes for local residents to support the
development.  In July the County recommended such a study and in October, SEMCOG
(South East Michigan Council on Governments) also urged a study be completed.  Our
Township board chose to ignore both recommendations.

Rezoning Precedent being Set
We are concerned that if this rezoning is done at the request and for the benefit of one
business, other rezoning requests will be quick to follow.  The precedent set in this case may
pave the way for another railroad on the western side of Milan Township to easily expand their
railyards and operations.

Train Rage in Fostoria
Fostoria, Ohio has recently had a new 250 acre vehicle redistribution center put in (the
requested rezoning for Milan Township is almost 1,000 acres).  It is interesting to see the
circumstance Fostoria residents face today with the volume of truck and rail activity in their
community.  We have included a copy of an article published in The Monroe Evening News on
Sunday October 17th, 1999. We are still in a position to prevent this from becoming our future.
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Another Anonymous Letter
The most recent anonymous letter sells the notion that a “Special Use Permit” will have teeth and
binding restrictions.  The Michigan Guide to Planning and Zoning states "regardless of what the
applicant may state as the 'intended' use for the property, a rezoning permits all of the uses allowed
within that district.  When evaluating a rezoning, the township must consider each and every use the
new district might permit and be prepared to accept any of them for the property under
consideration."  Ask London Township how effective Special Use Permits have been and what
control they have over the Special Use Permit of London Sand Aggregate.  Be wise, be informed.

Register to Vote
If you would like to have your voice heard regarding the rezoning, please take the time to
register to vote.  You may do so at the following locations.

Emily Bowerman Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Milan Township Clerk Please contact Emily at 439-1139 if another time
16695 Sherman Road would be more convenient for you.
Milan, MI  48160

Any Secretary of State's Office Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.  9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
In Milan @ 1158 Dexter Road Wed. 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Milan, MI  48160

Petition Drive
A petition drive is underway to bring the rezoning decision to a township-wide vote. On October
21st, a letter of intent was filed with the Milan Township clerk to request to file a referendum
petition regarding the rezoning ordinance.  We have 30 days to collect signatures of Milan
Township registered voters.  When enough signatures are collected, an election date will be set
for a vote.  If the people vote to keep the land for agricultural use, the Ann Arbor Railroad
rezoning request is denied.

Sign a Petition
We believe your opinion and your petition signature are an important part of the democratic
process, a means for your voice to be heard.  To ask questions and/or arrange a time for
someone to bring a petition to your home for your signature, call Jim at 439-8414, Mary at 439-
0713, or Aretta at 439-2573.

Thursday Open Houses
Milan Area Concerned Citizens (MACC) are welcoming the community to an informal
informational open house on Thursday November 4th and 11th in the Meeting room at the
Monroe Bank & Trust on Sanford Road from 5 to 8 p.m. This will give you an opportunity to ask
questions and discuss issues affecting our community.  MACC is looking for individuals, such
as you, to become actively involved in protecting our quality of life and community.  Petitions
will be available to sign.

There are many ways you can get involved in this process.  You can help petition, become a
neighborhood contact, make phone calls, help with a mailing, etc.  There are many small jobs that
can be done with a limited time commitment.  If you don't have time to volunteer, making a
financial contribution is another way to help out.
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